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Synopsis

This Newbery Medal-winning book and children’s literature classic is perfect for fans of Laura Ingalls
Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie books, historical fiction, and timeless stories using rich and
beautiful language. Sarah, Plain and Tall gently explores themes of abandonment, loss, and love.
The 30th Anniversary edition includes author Patricia MacLachlan’s Newbery speech, a discussion
guide, and a reading list.Set in the late nineteenth century and told from young Anna’s point of view,
Sarah, Plain and Tall tells the story of how Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton comes from Maine to the
prairie to answer Papa’s advertisement for a wife and mother. Before Sarah arrives, Anna and her
younger brother, Caleb, wait and wonder. Will Sarah be nice? Will she sing? Will she

stay?Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts
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Customer Reviews

As | began to read Patricia McLachlan’s Sarah, Plain and Tall Iwas instantly thrust into a time
machine that took me back to asimpler time and place. A time of farms and wagons pulled
byhorses. A time where there were no such things as computers, the Internet or any of the other
distractions that we have today. This is how the Witting family lives their lives. Jacob is the father,
Anna the older sister and Caleb, the youngest child. Anna and Caleb’s mother died the day after
she had Caleb and their father hasn’t been the same since. Jacob puts an ad in the paper to find a

wife and gets a response from Sarah from Maine. This book is a history lesson in disguise. | realize



that all historical fiction is has an underlying history lesson, but this book in and its characters are
very convincing. The lessons that the reader will learn are valuable and well taught. Sarah Plain and
Tall takes place in 1910 and anyone who reads this book will learn about how people lived their life
during this time. The book has many pieces of historical information. For example, it talks about how
Sarah was wore very plain clothes, made by herself. It talked about how they had to use a plow
pulled by a donkey to turn the fields. In one scene, a devastating storm blows through, and the
Wittings must go into the barn to keep safe, but they also have to keep the animals safe. This
depicts what a large role farm animals played in the livelihood of families during the early 1900’s.
The book also talks of how the children had to do real chores around the farm to keep it running
smoothly. For example, they have to get up and help milk the cows, feed the animals and

sometimes house maintenance. All of these are accurate depictions of life on a farm.

Love Makes a Family Sarah, Plain and Tall, is about a young girl named Anna who tells a love story
about how her small family found their missing link to happiness. Anna’s mother died at the birth of
Caleb, Anna’s younger brother. Since the death of her mother things have not seemed right around
the prairie, there has been a longing for a mother figure. In the times of covered wagons and tumble
weed, a man could write off for a mail order bride; which is what Jacob, Anna’s father did. In
response a young woman from Maine, named Sarah, showed up on the prairie in a yellow bonnet,
she was plain and tall. Instantly the family fell in love with Sarah, she fit the roll of mother, nurturer,
lover, and partner. Sarah completed the circle of love that made the family. Sarah, Plain and Tall is
a love story, but not your typical love story. It is about the love that a young girl and her family crave
for a mother. This story shows the importance of a female roll model in a family. Even though the
family was fine and being taken care of, each other family members were missing something. Anna
wanted someone to braid her hair, Caleb wanted someone to sing like his mother did, and Jacob
wanted a partner to help him with raising his family and to give him affection. This is a love story, but
a most unusual one. The structure is strong,and the characters firmly established. (Sutherland) This
book shows the effect on how a mother type role is needed in the stability of a family. Once Sarah
arrived, things in the family changed. Flowers were being hung up, children were taken care of,
haircuts were given, and meals were always prepared. Everyone in the family became happy, and
realized on what they had been missing out on since the death of their mother.
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